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A Soldier's Recollections. By Randolph H. McKim. New York: 
Longmans, Green, & Co. 

It has often been said that the time has not yet come for the 
writing of an impartial history of the war between the States. 
It needs a longer retrospect and a generation further removed 
from direct personal interest in the great conflict, before we can 
have a historian whose views are uncolored by prejudice, and 
who can describe the period as one who stands outside of the 
events which he portrays. In the meantime, however, it is all 
essential that the men on either side of the contest should con- 
tribute their reminiscences and impressions of the stirring 
scenes in which they took part. 

Dr. McKim 's book is a distinct contribution to the materiaux 
a servir of the future chronicler. 

We cannot overestimate the value of the books of the men 
who were conspicuous as civil or military leaders. Grant, 
Sherman, and others on the Federal side, Jefferson Davis, John- 
ston, FitzhughLee, Longstreet, Semmes, Alexander, and Mosby, 
in their defence of the Confederate cause and their story of the 
great campaigns, which will always make one of the most stir- 
ring chapters in the world's history of war, will furnish the his- 
torian with sources of information most helpful and abundant, 
and the student of strategy with an invaluable text-book. But 
such a book as Dr. McKim's, written not by a general, but by 
one who served first as a private and afterwards as a subordinate 
officer, will do far more to bring back the atmosphere of the 
times and to give a realistic setting to the chronicle than the 
writings of the great leaders. 

The preservation of his diary and of his letters written during 
the war has enabled the author to tell the story without being 
influenced by his after experience and impressions. 

The men who served in the ranks of the Confederate Army 
will recognize the fidelity with which this book reproduces the 
feelings of patriotic devotion which led the Southern people to 
consecrate themselves, heedless of consequences aud unmindful 
of cost, to what they deemed a righteous cause. Dr. McKim 
brings out strongly the fact that it was not, on the part of the 
Confederate soldiers, a struggle for the perpetuation of the in- 
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stitution of slavery. Valor and devotion such as were shown by 
the men and women of the South are not inspired by mercenary 
motives but by deep-rooted principles. The idealization of char- 
acter, as found in such men as Lee and Jackson and as reflected 
in the men whom they led and the people whom they served, is 
only to be understood when we remember that these men were 
contending for the right of self-government and for those things 
which have ever guided the Anglo-Saxon race in its march to 
freedom. Dr. McKim, who is an accomplished scholar, writes 
with clearness and ease. 

The book is one we can recommend to all students of the 
Confederate war, and especially to all those who are descendants 
of the men that followed Robert E. Lee. It is not only a thrill- 
ing story of battles and adventures, but a masterly vindication of 
the cause which, though seemingly lost, is sacred to those who 
upheld it. Beverley D. Tucker. 

Queed. By Henry Sydnor Harrison. Boston : Houghton Mifflin Company. 

With a skillfully managed plot, clear-cut and attractive char- 
acters, philosophic insight into human nature, wit, humor, 
pathos, and force and brilliancy of style, Queed, though pub- 
lished barely two months ago, has run through four editions in 
less than four weeks, and has already won a high place among 
recent novels. 

The story begins easily and naturally, seizes at once upon the 
attention, and holds the interest to the very close. In con- 
struction the novel might serve as a model, for the sequence of 
events is strictly logical, and the narrative is well proportioned 
and clearly and completely developed from beginning to end. 
There are no loose threads, no improbability of incident, no 
lack of harmony in tone, no melodramatic forcing of the situa- 
tion, no excess of local color. Every detail is sketched in with 
the restraint, the sureness, the careless ease of a master hand. 
From the narrow, gossipy circle of a boarding-house, the reader 
is carried into the editorial sanctum of the Post and sees the 
inside workings of a newspaper office ; thence is introduced into 
the gymnasium and sporting-room of the Mercury Athletic Club, 



